
The German Teachers’ of Ireland  

National Conference 2015  
 

The German Teachers’ of Ireland National Conference 2015 took place in Trinity College, 

Dublin on Saturday, 14 November.  The focus of the day was the wealth of knowledge and 

experience Teachers can offer Teachers. Communication, Collaboration and Cooperation was 

at the heart of the newly structured day of learning: Interesting presentations and the first 

ever TeachMeet of the GDI.  New ideas and skills, as well as catching up with old colleagues 

was the order of the day. Workshops were offered in the morning session in a broad range 

of areas. Many were already booked out online prior to the conference. Feedback showed 

that participants found the standard of the workshops to be excellent, useful and relevant to 

their classrooms. Many thanks to the well prepared and interesting presentations and thanks 

to the presenters for preparing such great opportunities.  

 
Workshops Offered 
[for a full description of the workshops, please see the link on our website under 
News] 
 
Workshop 1: Springboard to TY and Beyond!   
Claire Matthews [Advisor PDST]  
Workshop 2: „Moderne Technologien im Klassenzimmer/Apps, Twitter, 
Lernsoftware“ 
Frau Mag. Barbara Mairleitner [Mit Dank an die Österreichischen Botschaft Dublin, die Frau 
Mairleitner einlud.] 
Workshop 3: ICT uses in the Classroom 
Post Primary Languages Initiative (PPLI) Kenia Puig Planella 
 



Workshop 4: New Role Plays (2017-2020) for the Leaving Certificate 
Caroline Ahearne 
Workshop 5: New Picture Sequences (2017-2020) for the Leaving Certificate 
Oral Examination 
Louise Reeves and Margit 
Workshop 6: Leaving Certificate Oral Exam: The Project 
Barbara Capper 
Workshop 7: Fit in Deutsch 
Marlies Maguire – Goethe Institut 
Workshop 8:  Leargas and Erasmus + 
Eva Creely , Leargas 
Workshop 9: Introducing German in a Taster System: Some Ideas  
Kim McCarney 
 
Guest Speakers 
The Afternoon Session included interesting and varied presentations from Nellie Tattersall 

on Leargas, our recommendation is to take a look at www.leargas.ie to see all the wonderful 

possibilities Leargas offers to language teachers and learners.  

DES Senior Inspector Maria Lorigan spoke about best practice in relation to German subject 

inspections and gave examples of creative and practical ways teachers are creating 

wonderful learning environments in schools for students. Celine Healy from the Education 

Department of NUIM gave an enlightened and inspiring talk on some of the challenges 

facing teachers in all subjects in schools across the country. Celine spoke about the benefits 

of creating an environment of collaboration where sharing skills and resources with each 

other helps to support each in our professional capacity as educators. Sincerest thanks to all 

guest speakers for taking the time to address the German teachers assembly.  

Brian Lowney of the SEC offered his apologies, he was unable to attend this year due to a 

long standing commitment, but looks forward to meeting teachers at regional gatherings 

later in the year. 

 
 

Presentation of Awards 
 
The Award from the German Embassy, The Goethe-Institut Irland and The German Teachers 

Association of Ireland for The 2015 German Teacher of Year went to a most deserving 

candidate, Ms Tina Killackey who teaches German in The Presenation Secondary School in 



Wexford.  In her warm and modest acceptance speech she spoke of the love of German the 

students in her school show and how their enthusiasm inspires her. 

 

 
German Teacher of the Year Award 2015 – Ms Tina Killackey 

 

Tina explained how being a lifelong learner is at the heart of her own teaching and learning 

and thanked all those who gave her opportunities to engage in further training.  Tina spoke 

of her love of modern technology and how learning to engage young people by 

incorporating the many benefits of technology has become so important in her classroom.  

Ms Killackey’s energy and enthusiasm is an inspiration to us all. The Award was presented by 

Peter Adams, First Secretary of the German Embassy, Andreas Zürn, Leiter der 

Sprachabteilung, Goethe -Institut and Josephine Nielsen, President GDI. 

 

The Student of the Year 2015 Prize, presented by the GDI went to Mr Michael Behan. The 

student of the year prize is in recognition of achieving the highest result by a non-native 

speaker of German in the Leaving Certificate Examination. Michael spoke very eloquently in 

German to the assembly he thanked his German Teacher Ms Michelle Farrell of St Declan’s 

Community College, Kilmacthomas, Co Waterford for helping make his prize possible. 

Michael was accompanied by his mother and brother.  

 



 
Student of the Year 2015 Mr Michael Behan 

 
 
The First GDI TeachMeet 
 
German Teachers met for the first German TeachMeet of the GDI. This was a one hour nano 

style TeachMeet which was met with some curiosity by those who had not yet taken part in 

a TeachMeet. It involved a speed dating style, exchange of a good ideas that works for 

teachers  in their classrooms. Despite initial hesitance, the languages assistants who helped 

out on the day said the biggest trouble they had was to convince people to move on to the 

next person. One German Language Assistant said, I kept ringing the bell to show the time 

was up and they should move to the next person, but they just kept talking, I couldn’t 

physically force them! I think that speaks for itself, we have a lot of ideas worth sharing. 

Great initiative Annelie Eberhardt, well done. Lots of Resources will be made available 

online to members when we have completed some work on our website.  

 

Further Workshops  

There will be five additional workshops offered across the country in the coming month to 

facilitate demand by German Teachers for further training in the areas of Leaving Certificate 

Oral Assessment and IT in the Classroom.  Keep an eye on the website for registration 

through Eventbrite. 

Many thanks to everyone for an exhilarating day! 

The GDI Team 


